
Calibrating Alpha/Beta Counters with Cs-137 
 
"Instrument problems" reported to Protean following a failed cross-check or QA/QC 
analysis are sometimes caused by incorrect use of calibration standards. Different errors 
are reported, the most serious being under-reporting of sample activity. Common 
mistakes in the selection and use of calibration sources will be discussed, and examples 
of incorrect calibration source usage will be presented. 
 


